ISSN 0030-8129

Volume 95
Number 5,

Publications of the
Modern Language Association
of America

October 1980

https://doi.org/10.1632/50030812900038694 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812900038694

£9)5%

e e

?@{ Vi

G el i
=} szl

P

THE WOMAN'S PART

FEMINIST CRITICISM OF SHAKESPEARE

Edited by Carolyn Ruth Swift Lenz,
Gayle Greene, and Carol Thomas Neely

“This distinguished collection of essays will
demonstrate two quite different points: (1) that the
feminist approach asks some new questions and
makes some important new discoveries that could not
have been made from any other point of view; and

(2) that at its best feminist criticism is like all good
criticism, of equal interest to all sensitive readers
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author of Shakespeare and the Common Understanding.

. . . rewards the reader with some new awareness
of the bard’s inexhaustibly rich plays.” — ALA
Booklist.
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Abstract. Most literary historians have found that the romantic shift from mimetic
to expressive theories of art was “fatal to the audience™—leaving the poet a
soliloquist, the audience an unnecessary appendage. Blake’s idea of the audience
helps show that, while artistic withdrawal certainly defines a polar phase of the
theory, the logic of the theory does provide a complementary phase of fulfillment
characterized by union between artist and audience. Since theories of art are often
latent social theories, we can extend the logic of romantic aesthetics to outline a
society of imagination. (ME)
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Abstract. Scholars have attempted to determine the precise details of the dice
games played in the tavern in Le Jeu de saint Nicolas but have not connected
these particular games to the play’s larger structural and thematic design. Jean
Bodel’s alterations of the Iconia Sancti Nicolai legend are governed by the con-
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of the “real world,” yet intently pursued. His modifications are appropriate to a
dramatic representation, for drama itself in the Middle Ages was considered
“play,” a game. The idea of game was deeply rooted in the medieval imagination:
all human history was seen as a contest between God and Satan that is controlled
and determined by God. Bodel contrasts the rule-governed realm of the pagans
with the Christian realm of belief and celebrates God’s supreme control of the
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Abstract. In 4 Vision, W. B. Yeats describes the principal symbol of his work as
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intersecting gyres, or vortices, the apex of each vortex in the middle of the other’s
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Spirale.” Though it is impossible completely to credit Yeats’s reading of “La
Spirale,” his general assertion is nevertheless correct, extraordinarily, as a descrip-
tion of the Trois Contes, where the double cone appears both as a narrative struc-
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life. (JRO’C)
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Abstract. The charades of Vanity Fair represent an important but little under-
stood fable of demonic and outraged womanhood as a subtext of Thackeray’s
larger historical fiction. In marking the culmination of Becky Sharp’s career in
the world of vanity—her triumph as Clytemnestra and her impersonation of the
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plaintive Philomele—the charades imply a corrupt sexual ideology threatening
both violence and violation. But from the perspective of Thackeray as narrator,
the verbally compressed and designedly opaque charades repress as much as they
expose. His uncharacteristic narrative reticence in presenting the charades with-
out comment reveals an uneasiness on Thackeray’s part about the powers of the
authorizing mind to know and to represent the darker laws that govern history
and society. (MD)
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against recorded account to provide an analogy for the Incarnation. As elsewhere,
Eliot finds symbol and writing suspect: the Magus, in ironic ignorance, uses
literally a figurative language Christianity had not yet created, but he intuits the
Word better than readers steeped in biblical symbolism. Simultaneously Eliot inter-
filiates the Magus’ speech with Matthew’s gospel, Andrewes’ 1622 Nativity sermon,
and his own “impossible” re-presentation of the original utterance: the resulting
historical sequence, collapsed by anachronisms, makes the poem’s structure
emblematize the Logos. Through the ostensible “loss” of the scribe’s transcription,
Eliot implicitly questions biblical canonicity and the traditions of Christian inter-
pretation. The poem approximates his religious position in 1927. (DAH)
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and early twentieth centuries is an important factor in the transition from realism
to modernism. Empirical psychology, as developed by William James and Ernst
Mach, unmasked the traditional concept of “self” as a delusion, replacing it by a
new emphasis on the intentionality of consciousness. Writers such as Henry James,
Robert Musil, and Hermann Broch had direct contact with empirical psychology
and experimented overtly with modes of rendering this new understanding of con-
sciousness; others, like Alfred Doblin or Virginia Woolf, while less directly in-
fluenced by empiricism, nonetheless reflect in their novels a similar attempt to
abolish the “self” as a discrete entity. In this respect they differ radically from
other modern novelists (e.g., Joyce and Faulkner), and they also resolve quite
differently the technical problem of presenting consciousness in fiction. (JR)
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